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Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment 
(art. 15)

35. The Committee is concerned about:

(a) The effect of the interpretative declaration to art. 15 of the Convention and the 
exceptions for unique situations in national legislation, which contain the risk of 
subjecting persons with disabilities to medical or scientific experimentation 
without their consent;

36. Recalling its Guidelines on deinstitutionalization, including in 
emergencies1, in close consultation and with active involvement of persons 
with disabilities, through their representative organizations, the Committee 
recommends that the State party:

(a) Withdraw the interpretative declaration to Article 15 of the Convention 
and amend national legislation to unequivocally prohibit any medical or 
scientific experimentation on persons with disabilities without their free and 
informed consent;

Link to full document:
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?
symbolno=CRPD%2FC%2FNLD%2FCO%2F1&Lang=en

****Adopted by the Committee at its thirty-first session (12 August–5 September 2024).
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The input for this was submitted by Tomo Shibata, PhD - Ending Organized Covert 
Torture:

ALTERNATIVE REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UN 
CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN THE 
NETHERLANDS, DENMARK AND THE FAROE ISLANDS

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?
symbolno=INT%2FCRPD%2FCSS%2FNLD%2F59042&Lang=en
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Ending Organized Covert Torture
https://end-torture.org
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